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Figure 1: African employment shares by sector. 

Note: The high volatility in sector shares between 1948 and 1951 is driven primarily by inconsistencies in the way the 
Annual Reports of the Labour Department counted and classified African labourers. 
Source: Author's calculations based on data from the Blue Books and Annual Reports of the Labour Department. 
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Table 1: Comparison of different estimates of average unskilled agricultural wages, shillings per month. 

Source: Annual Reports of the Labour Department, 1954-56. 

Year 1954 1955 1956 

Reported average 29.9 30.4 32.3 

Lognormal average 29.5 32.3 33.9 

Simple mean 36.5 38.0 36.5 
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Figure 2: Gini coefficients in the wage sector. 

Source: Author's calculations based on data from the Blue Books (1921-48), Annual Reports of the Labour Department 
(1944-59), and Annual Reports of the East African Income Tax Department (1949-63). For details, see Appendix C. 
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Table 2: Five-year average blue- and white-collar skill premiums for African labourers, by sector. 

Source: Author's calculations based on data from the Blue Books and the Annual Reports of the Labour Department. 

Year 1921-25 1926-30 1931-35 1936-40 1941-45 1946-50 1951-55 1956-60 

Blue collar 
(Agriculture) 

139% 367% 408% 448% 476% 231% 231% 142% 

Blue collar 
(Industry) 

191% 92% 132% 243% 271% 265% 208% 178% 

Blue collar 
(Railways) 

… 185% 262% 304% 439% 415% 174% 193% 

Blue collar 
(Public sector) 

… 237% 214% 195% 128% 159% 183% 229% 

White collar 
(Agriculture) 

… … … … … … 224% 280% 

White collar 
(Industry) 

… … … … … … 200% 174% 

White collar 
(Railways) 

… 235% 406% 433% 592% 535% 309% 268% 

White collar 
(Public sector) 

… … … … … … 218% 302% 
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Figure 3: Five-year (unweighted) average blue- and white-collar skill premiums for African labourers. 

Source: Author's calculations based on figures from the Blue Books and the Annual Reports of the Labour Department. 

Figure 4: Real wages (welfare ratios) for unskilled, blue-collar skilled, and white-collar skilled African labourers in 
agriculture and industry. 

Source. Author's calculations based on figures from the Blue Books, the Annual Reports of the Colonial office, and the 
Annual Reports of the Labour Department. For details, see Appendix A. 
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Figure 5: School enrolment of African pupils, total and post-primary. 

Source: Author's calculations based in numbers from the Blue Books and the Annual Reports of the Colonial Office. 
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Figure 6: Formal employment as share of the total labour force and skilled labour as share of formal employment. 

Source: Author's calculations based on data from Annual Reports of the Colonial Office, the Annual Reports of the 
Labour Department, the International Labour Office (1958, pp.666–667), and the Labour Force Survey of Tanzania (Ray, 
1966, p.15). 
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Table 3: Race premiums based on average incomes. 

Source: Author's calculations based on data from the social tables. See Appendix B for details. 

Year 1930 1938 1947 

European-African (Average) 4439% 5958% 2679% 

Asian-African (Average) 634% 941% 583% 

European-Asian 519% 482% 307% 

European-African (White collar) 1202% 1161% 1072% 

Asian-African (White collar) 110% 117% 188% 
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Figure 7: Race premiums, based on average incomes for specific occupations. 

Source: Author's calculations. See Appendix D for details. 

Figure 8: Race premiums, based on maximum incomes for specific occupations. 

Source: Author's calculations. See Appendix D for details. 

 



24 



25 

Figure 9: African share in the civil establishment. 

Source: Author's calculations based on data from the Blue Books and the Annual Reports of the Colonial Office. 
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Table A.1: Contents of an adult male subsistence consumption basket. 

 
Maize Mixed meal 

Maize 410 lbs … 

Mixed meal … 416.5 lbs 

Beans 44 lbs 

Beef 6.6 lbs 

Sugar 4.4 lbs 

Ghee 6.6 lbs 

Cotton goods 3.28 yards 

Soap 2.9 lbs 

Kerosene 0.22 gallons 
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Table A.2: Consumption basket values (shillings), average wages (shillings per month), and welfare ratios. 

Year Basket 

Unskilled 
(Agriculture) 

Skilled 
(Agriculture) 

Unskilled 
(Industry) 

Skilled 
(Industry) 

Wage WR Wage WR Wage WR Wage WR 

1921 168.78 12.25 0.87 28.87 2.05 14.14 1.01 50.35 3.58 

1922 149.19 12.25 0.99 28.87 2.32 14.14 1.14 50.35 4.05 

1923 142.52 12.25 1.03 29.81 2.51 18.38 1.55 39.00 3.28 

1924 161.39 14.14 1.05 31.62 2.35 18.38 1.37 42.24 3.14 

1925 206.12 12.25 0.71 31.62 1.84 18.38 1.07 55.15 3.21 

1926 196.70 13.42 0.82 61.24 3.74 21.21 1.29 40.00 2.44 

1927 167.22 13.42 0.96 61.24 4.39 21.21 1.52 40.00 2.87 

1928 163.32 13.42 0.99 61.24 4.50 21.21 1.56 40.00 2.94 

1929 196.49 13.42 0.82 61.24 3.74 21.21 1.30 40.00 2.44 

1930 134.09 12.00 1.07 61.24 5.48 19.36 1.73 40.00 3.58 

1931 108.13 10.95 1.22 48.99 5.44 13.42 1.49 28.98 3.22 

1932 89.04 9.17 1.24 48.99 6.60 13.42 1.81 28.98 3.91 

1933 107.46 10.00 1.12 44.16 4.93 13.42 1.50 28.98 3.24 

1934 122.09 7.75 0.76 44.16 4.34 14.14 1.39 28.98 2.85 

1935 87.53 7.75 1.06 42.43 5.82 9.49 1.30 28.98 3.97 

1936 87.61 7.75 1.06 42.43 5.81 9.49 1.30 30.98 4.24 

1937 90.24 7.75 1.03 42.43 5.64 9.49 1.26 30.98 4.12 

1938 96.66 7.75 0.96 42.43 5.27 9.49 1.18 30.98 3.85 

1939 99.05 7.75 0.94 42.43 5.14 9.49 1.15 38.73 4.69 

1940 101.64 7.75 0.91 42.43 5.01 9.49 1.12 30.98 3.66 

1941 133.53 7.75 0.70 61.24 5.50 9.49 0.85 28.28 2.54 

1942 132.59 10.39 0.94 61.24 5.54 11.22 1.02 50.00 4.53 

1943 158.71 10.39 0.79 61.24 4.63 11.22 0.85 50.00 3.78 

1944 176.62 … … … … … … … … 

1945 194.52 15.49 0.96 56.12 3.46 13.42 0.83 45.83 2.83 

1946 207.25 25.98 1.50 67.08 3.88 25.98 1.50 94.87 5.49 

1947 213.32 25.98 1.46 67.08 3.77 25.98 1.46 94.87 5.34 

1948 235.66 25.98 1.32 82.16 4.18 25.98 1.32 94.87 4.83 

1949 261.20 17.66 0.81       

1950 299.49 18.17 0.73 89.44 3.58 30.04 1.20 111.13 4.45 

1951 427.33 21.73 0.61 94.02 2.64 33.60 0.94 116.28 3.27 

1952 442.12 24.49 0.66 … … … … … … 

1953 422.60 25.98 0.74 … … … … … … 

1954 457.55 29.87 0.78 83.17 2.18 45.32 1.19 122.16 3.20 

1955 531.04 30.36 0.69 85.20 1.93 46.78 1.06 144.24 3.26 

1956 530.94 32.30 0.73 93.56 2.11 49.70 1.12 142.46 3.22 

1957 507.65 31.53 0.75 74.36 1.76 56.90 1.34 146.28 3.46 

1958 462.50 32.46 0.84 73.38 1.90 58.05 1.51 168.65 4.38 

1959 509.53 38.01 0.9 81.83 1.93 64.24 1.51 178.84 4.21 
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Table B.1: Social table for the Tanganyikan wage sector, 1930. 

Note: Average and total income in shillings. 

 
Number 

Population 
share 

Average 
income 

Total income Income 
share 

Welfare 
Ratio 

European 3,720 1.49% 11,482 42,713,040 37.75% 85.63 

Asian 5,251 2.11% 1,856 9,745,856 8.61% 13.84 

African       

White-collar skilled 4,665 1.87% 882 4,114,530 3.64% 6.58 

Blue-collar skilled 44,189 17.75% 528 23,331,792 20.62% 3.94 

Unskilled 191,122 76.77% 174 33,255,228 29.39% 1.30 

Total 248,947 100.00%  113,160,446 100.00%  

Table B.2: Social table for the Tanganyikan wage sector, 1938. 

Note: Average and total income in shillings. 

 
Number 

Population 
share 

Average 
income 

Total income Income 
share 

Welfare 
Ratio 

European 4,291 1.61% 12,834 55,070,694 44.65% 132.77 

Asian 6,327 2.37% 2,205 13,951,035 11.31% 22.81 

African       

White-collar skilled 6,308 2.36% 1,018 6,421,544 5.21% 10.53 

Blue-collar skilled 58,260 21.82% 473 27,556,980 22.34% 4.89 

Unskilled 191,792 71.84% 106 20,329,952 16.48% 1.10 

Total 266,978 100.00%  123,330,205 100.00%  

Table B.3: Social table for the Tanganyikan wage sector, 1947. 

Note: Average and total income in shillings. 

 
Number 

Population 
share 

Average 
income 

Total income Income 
share 

Welfare 
Ratio 

European 4,624 1.47% 13,343 61,698,032 26.76% 62.55 

Asian 7,056 2.24% 3,280 23,143,680 10.04% 15.38 

African       

White-collar skilled 13,030 4.13% 1,138 14,828,140 6.43% 5.33 

Blue-collar skilled 70,881 22.49% 948 67,195,188 29.15% 4.44 

Unskilled 219,577 69.67% 290 63,677,330 27.62% 1.36 

Total 315,168 100.00%  230,542,370 100.00%  
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Figure B.1.: Gini coefficients for different social table specifications. 

Source: Author’s calculations. 

Table B.4: Gini coefficients 

Year Entire wage sector African wage-earners only 

1930 55.98 21.70 

1938 69.43 37.16 

1947 51.45 27.12 

1949 56.70 38.10 

1951 68.18 36.48 

1952 68.64 35.93 

1957 66.21 41.46 

1958 66.47 42.81 

1959 65.69 42.93 
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Table C.1: Skill premiums in Tanganyika. 

Notes: Agri. = agriculture, Ind. = industry, Rail. = Tanganyika Railways and Harbours, Public = Public Works Department. 

Year 
Blue 

(Agri.) 
Blue 
(Ind.) 

Blue 
 (Rail.) 

Blue 
(Public) 

White 
(Agri.) 

White 
(Ind.) 

White 
(Rail.) 

White 
(Public) 

1921 136% 256% … … … … … … 

1922 136% 256% … … … … … … 

1923 143% 112% … … … … … … 

1924 124% 130% … … … … … … 

1925 158% 200% … … … … … … 

1926 356% 89% … … … … … … 

1927 356% 89% … … … … … … 

1928 356% 89% … … … … … … 

1929 356% 89% … … … … … … 

1930 410% 107% 185% 237% … … 235% … 

1931 347% 116% 205% 165% … … 314% … 

1932 435% 116% 229% … … … 363% … 

1933 342% 116% 297% … … … 458% … 

1934 470% 105% 332% 198% … … 508% … 

1935 448% 206% 246% 278% … … 387% … 

1936 448% 227% 246% … … … 387% … 

1937 448% 227% 275% … … … 427% … 

1938 448% 227% 265% 206% … … 413% … 

1939 448% 308% 287% 199% … … 371% 572% 

1940 448% 227% 447% 180% … … 566% 529% 

1941 691% 198% 447% 58% … … 566% 497% 

1942 489% 345% 447% … … … 731% 837% 

1943 489% 345% 437% … … … 544% 498% 

1944 … … … … … … … … 

1945 262% 242% 415% 146% … … 555% … 

1946 158% 265% 415% 146% … … 555% … 

1947 158% 265% 415% 146% … … 515% … 

1948 216% 265% … 146% … … … … 

1949 … … … 199% … … … … 

1950 392% … … … … … … … 

1951 333% 246% … 205% 324% 233% … 193% 

1952 … … … … … … … … 

1953 … … … … … … … … 

1954 179% 170% … 143% 159% 193% … 191% 

1955 181% 208% 174% 201% 188% 173% 309% 270% 

1956 190% 187% 193% 190% 216% 127% 268% 268% 

1957 136% 157% … 226% 314% 206% … 355% 

1958 126% 191% … 257% 276% 205% … 308% 

1959 115% 178% … 242% 314% 160% … 277% 
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Table D.1: Race premiums for specific occupations. 

Notes: Race premiums are presented for both lognormal average and maximum wages. PWI = permanent way inspector; 
EI = European-Asian race premium; EA = European-African race premium; IA = Asian-African race premium. 

Year 
1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 

log max log max log max log max log max log max 

PWI EI 56% 50% 60% 50% 52% 50% 49% 50% 52% 50% 56% 50% 

PWI IA … … … … … … … … … … … … 

PWI EA … … … … … … … … … … … … 

Sub-PWI IA 67% 30% 67% 30% 67% 30% 97% 30% 97% 30% 111% 30% 

Clerk EI 122% 48% 131% 60% 141% 60% 144% 60% 151% 60% 155% 57% 

Clerk IA 273% 85% 223% 39% 223% 39% 223% 39% 223% 39% 226% 42% 

Clerk EA 728% 174% 645% 122% 679% 122% 689% 122% 710% 122% 730% 122% 

Engine EI 114% 38% 121% 38% 86% 38% 96% 38% 91% 38% 96% 38% 

Engine IA 84% 125% 84% 125% 112% 125% 112% 125% 112% 125% 112% 125% 

Engine EA 294% 210% 305% 210% 294% 210% 317% 210% 305% 210% 317% 210% 

Guard EI 147% 82% 147% 82% 175% 82% 175% 82% 168% 82% 147% 82% 

Guard IA 213% 162% 213% 162% 213% 162% 213% 162% 213% 162% 213% 162% 

Guard EA 672% 377% 672% 377% 760% 377% 760% 377% 739% 377% 672% 377% 

Draughtsman 
E
I 

… … 172% 67% 172% 67% 148% 67% 204% 67% … … 

Draughtsman 
I

A 

131% 150% 154% 200% 214% 362% 245% 362% 245% 362% 259% 362% 

Draughtsman 
E
A 

… … 590% 400% 756% 669% 756% 669% 948% 669% … … 

Mason IA 67% 40% 137% 40% 260% 56% 341% 56% 341% 56% 299% 59% 

Carpenter IA 195% 74% 308% 100% 247% 171% 225% 138% 336% 138% 219% 78% 

Table D.1: Race premiums for specific occupations, continued. 

Notes: Race premiums are presented for both lognormal average and maximum wages. PWI = permanent way inspector; 
EI = European-Asian race premium; EA = European-African race premium; IA = Asian-African race premium. 

Year 
1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 

log max log max log max log max log max log max 

PWI EI 60% 50% 63% 50% 62% 50% … … … … … … 

PWI IA 72% 111% 63% 100% 60% 90% 65% 82% 69% 74% 56% 67% 

PWI EA 174% 216% 166% 200% 159% 186% … … … … … … 

Sub-PWI IA 154% 52% 149% 46% 151% 40% 16% 35% 18% 40% 31% 35% 

Clerk EI 316% 60% 316% 60% 327% 54% … … … … … … 

Clerk IA 104% 39% 104% 39% 104% 39% 257% 85% 257% 85% 257% 85% 

Clerk EA 750% 122% 750% 122% 771% 114% … … … … … … 

Engine EI 102% 38% 107% 38% 107% 38% … … … … … … 

Engine IA 105% 125% 105% 125% 105% 125% 105% 125% 105% 125% 105% 125% 

Engine EA 312% 210% 323% 210% 323% 210% … … … … … … 

Guard EI 334% 82% 334% 82% 334% 82% … … … … … … 

Guard IA 19% -6% 19% -6% 37% 26% 200% 162% 200% 162% 237% 147% 

Guard EA 417% 72% 417% 72% 497% 130% … … … … … … 

Draughtsman 
EI 

… … … … … … … … … … … … 

Draughtsman 
IA 

252% 285% 256% 362% 255% 362% 130% 362% 130% 285% 103% 285% 

Draughtsman 
EA 

… … … … … … … … … … … … 

Mason IA 233% 56% 189% 33% 194% 44% 308% 33% … … 155% 63% 

Carpenter IA 403% 153% 198% 52% 137% 60% 173% 60% … … 158% 150% 
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Table D.1: Race premiums for specific occupations, continued. 

Notes: Race premiums are presented for both lognormal average and maximum wages. PWI = permanent way inspector; 
EI = European-Asian race premium; EA = European-African race premium; IA = Asian-African race premium. 

Year 
1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 

log max log max log max log max log max log max 

PWI EI … … … … … … 84% 50% 82% 50% 63% 33% 

PWI IA 56% 67% 72% 67% … … 18% 58% 15% 50% 19% 50% 

PWI EA … … … … … … 118% 137% 111% 125% 94% 100% 

Sub-PWI IA 28% 30% 4% -43% … … 5% -47% 53% -25% 53% -25% 

Clerk EI … … … … … … 203% 29% 241% 45% 158% 35% 

Clerk IA 189% 79% 254% 79% … … 132% 116% 132% 116% 203% 144% 

Clerk EA … … … … … … 603% 178% 692% 214% 680% 229% 

Engine EI … … … … … … … … 100% 35% 105% 35% 

Engine IA 71% 114% 75% 114% … … 122% 119% 136% 148% 136% 148% 

Engine EA … … … … … … … … 373% 233% 383% 233% 

Guard EI … … … … … … … … … … … … 

Guard IA 175% 62% 175% 62% … … 82% 42% 104% 33% 104% 33% 

Guard EA … … … … … … … … … … … … 

Draughtsman 
EI 

… … … … … … … … … … … … 

Draughtsman 
IA 

66% 177% 256% 154% … … 189% 100% 198% 100% 198% 100% 

Draughtsman 
EA 

… … … … … … … … … … … … 

Mason IA 212% 63% 
  

… … 414% 178% 414% 178% 414% 178% 

Carpenter IA 306% 175% 279% 200% … … 128% 108% 128% 108% 128% 108% 


